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cautious commander, equal to any undertaking. He brings with him
veteran captains and soldiers from among the richest and most
honoured in England.
The number of ships with which he arrived here was 30 or 31,
including the seventeen with which he made the feint we have
described, of intending to force the harbour entrance. The others
came down at night, unobserved, to land troops at Hayna, which is
a certain inlet where we never anticipated a landing because, in
addition to the heavy sea which runs there and reefs which obstruct
the entrance of ships, the native residents of this island guaranteed it
against everything. But the English brought with them people so
well acquainted with the vicinity that they showed them safely in.
Their ships have the best possible armament and equipment,
munitions and choicest powder in superabundance. There are ships
of over 700 tons, armament some 70 heavy guns, most of them
bronze, not counting those they took from us.
Their course is for Cartagena, according (p. 7) to what we under-
stood. We have taken care to send warning, as Your Majesty will see
by the evidence enclosed herewith. Similarly, we warned Havana
and other places, in good season.
And if similar warning had been sent from Cape Verde or the
Canaries to us, this city would not have suffered the damage it has
received, or it would have cost the enemy dearer. We cannot com-
prehend why no warning was sent us. We received none from any
quarter. The ship which usually comes has not arrived, from which
we infer that the fleet got in safely.
We have reported in such detail to Your Majesty lest advices
which Licentiates Juan Fernandez de Mercado and Baltazar de
Villafane, Your Majesty's judges, sent by way of La Yaguana and
Puerto Plata may not have arrived.
At first it was supposed that the commander of these people was
Don Antonio, prior of Crato, but later it was learned1 that this was
not true, that he remains in England at the house of this Captain
Francis, by whose hand so much damage has been inflicted.
To remedy which we humbly entreat Your Majesty to have pity
on this sad city and its inhabitants, promptly providing as necessary
for its restoration and taking measures such that it may hereafter
protect itself and not be left so incapable to defence. We have neither
artillery nor powder, neither harquebuses nor men experienced in
war, which is what is most needed. Unless provided, these people
are so terrorized, poor and defenceless that they will abandon the
1 Correctly, too. Gf. Papers relating to the Navy, cited., p. 52 and note.